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Socialism
Definition: Utopian Socialists of the early nineteenth century believed in helping the laboring poor,
denounced the individualist philosophy of capitalism, and sought to create a cooperative utopian society.
Practical Socialists, such as Louis Blanc and Pierre Joseph Proudhon, sought practical measures to improve
the condition of the working class and the institution of universal suffrage. Scientific Socialist Karl Marx
saw capitalism leading toward a class struggle where the working class would ultimately overthrow
capitalism and create a “dictatorship of the proletariat” and a classless society.
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